
 

 

September 2016 

Dear Members and Friends,Dear Members and Friends,Dear Members and Friends,Dear Members and Friends,    
Give a hug to the next St. Paul staff member you see! 

Let me tell you something that you already know.  St. Paul has a great staff.  They 
are talented and very dedicated.  In addition, they are willing to sacrifice for the 
common good.  

After an in-depth review of the financials and consultation with members of the Fi-
nance Team, Staff-Parish Team and the Foundation I discovered that St. Paul’s 
spending pattern in recent years is not sustainable. Therefore, a 2017 budget has 
been developed that limits our expenses to our income. This will mean over 
$128,000 in budget cuts. 

The St. Paul staff has agreed to take over $96,000 in cuts for the upcoming year. I 
am deeply moved to be a part of a staff that is willing to sacrifice in the present so 
the basis for a better future can be established. That is why I ask you to give a staff 
member a hug the next time you see one of them!    

We have had a great start together this summer.  Our average worship attendance 
is up over 15% for the same weekends last year.  Thanks for being present.  Haven’t 
been here lately, please drop in! Remember worship times in September are:  

Labor Day Weekend:  Saturday at 5 p.m. & Sunday at 10 a.m. 

The rest of the month: Saturday at 5 p.m. & Sunday at 9:15 and 10:30 a.m. 

September also brings us many Sunday-School and small group op-
tions to grow in our faith and get to know one another better.  Come 
and explore! 

I would love to visit with you. Please call or text me at 402-350-3150 
to set up a time. 

Blessings, Pastor Scott 
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Fruitful Living Small Group Invitation 
One key for the ongoing and growing vibrancy of our St. Paul congregation is 
the development of small groups where people can learn, feel welcomed, grow 
spiritually, find support, join in mission work and enjoy friendships. 

A small group will meet after each worship service as well as Sundays at 4:30 
p.m. and Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. Please visit a small group. 

Fall Themes 

September-    Growing in Grace  The Practice of Intentional Faith  
      Development 

October-    Loving and Serving Others The Practice of Risk-Taking Mission 
      and Service 

November-    The Grace of Giving  The Practice of Extravagant  
      Generosity 

December-    Advent-Christmas  Celebrating the Birth of Jesus 

Finances at the end of July at St. Paul UMC 
 Gifts & Other Support-  $300,779  

 Total expenses-  $340,013    

 Shortfall-   $  39,233  

Worship AttendanceWorship AttendanceWorship AttendanceWorship Attendance    

July 2015 160 average per Sunday August 2015 193 average per Sunday 

July 2016 203 average per Sunday August 2016 210 average per Sunday 

Next 

C 

M 
C 
     hurch  
     ouncil  
       eeting 

    Monday,  
    September 19,  
    at 7:00 p.m. 

in Fellowship Hall 
 

Everyone is invited! 

Reach Out to Our Community 
If you see a house with a “Sold” sign or folk moving in the Benson/Dundee area 
on your way to and from church please let the office know.  Just give us the ad-
dress. Pastor Scott will welcome them to the community and provide an invita-
tion to St. Paul. Thanks! 

Welcoming Newcomers 
Please be on the lookout for visitors in worship. Please introduce yourself and 
welcome them. Your words of warm might be a difference maker for the person 
looking for a church home.  
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Labor Day Weekend—Worship & Sundaes 
The fifth single-Sunday-service will be celebrated as part of the Labor Day holiday weekend, September 04September 04September 04September 04 at 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  The Choir will be joined by harpist, Anita Clark Jaynes and organist, David 
Schack to lead us in heart-warming morning worship for this end of summer holiday.  We will also celebrate 
the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  Following the service there will be a time to socialize over sundaes in the 
east courtyard, weather permitting  A freewill offering will be taken to offset the expenses of the ice cream 
event.  Our Saturday evening worship, September 03September 03September 03September 03, will be offered as usual. 

Worship Times Beginning September 11 
After three months celebrating Sunday mornings with two services, and with the endorsement of our Church 
Council in July, worship times beginning Sunday, September 11September 11September 11September 11 will officially be at 9:15 in the Fellowship Hall 
and 10:30 in the Sanctuary.  This will coincide with an all-church, six month study of Bishop Robert Schnase’s 
series on “Fruitful Living.”  The Revs. Scott Shreve and Marta Wheeler will explore a month long topic via ser-
mons and small group discussions, beginning with “Intentional Faith Development.”  More information is in-
cluded elsewhere in this issue.   

The M&M Service Returns 
Back in the line up of worship offerings is the M & M service held the third Wednesday of each month, Septem-
ber 2016 – June 2017.  The 7:00 p.m. gatherings on September 21September 21September 21September 21, December 21, and March 15 will be spe-
cial services of healing for mind, body and spirit.  Our focus for the rest of the series continues to revolve 
around the gifts of the laity, with special speakers and musicians gracing the Roth Chapel beginning October 
19.  If you would like to offer your personal witness about how St. Paul Church has aided you in your spiritual 
journey, please contact Pastor Scott, Pastor Marta or Rev. Jerry.  The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be 
celebrated at each observance.  Looking ahead, the annual observance of World Communion will be cele-
brated during worship October 01/02October 01/02October 01/02October 01/02.  Great music, great possibilities! 

Preaching Schedule 
Pastor Scott will be preaching the first three weekends in September and Pastor Marta will preach the last week-
end in September.  We will start our Fruitful Living Series with a focus on Intentional Faith Development this 
month.  

Sept. 3/4 Luke 18:1-8    “Prayerfulness” 

Sept. 10/11 I Corinthians 12:12-26   “Making It Happen, Together” 

Sept. 17/18 I Timothy 3:10-17   “A Means of Grace” 

Sept. 24/25 Matthew 18:10-14   “Cultivating the Spiritual Life” 

inConcert 
The St. Paul Music Ministry will host Scott Youngs, organ and Stephen Hartman, harp in concert on Sunday af-
ternoon, September 25September 25September 25September 25 at 3:00.  This concert is a unique cooperation between the American Guild of Organ-
ists/Omaha Chapter, the Cathedral Arts Council, the Omaha Harp Society and St. Paul Church.  YoungsYoungsYoungsYoungs, Di-
rector of Music for All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Phoenix and HartmanHartmanHartmanHartman, faculty member at Arizona State Univer-
sity, are musicians of international stature in both solo and duet settings.  After two years in the planning, we 
are fortunate to be able to offer a concert of this caliber in our Sanctuary.  This community event is free and will 
be open to the public.  Arrive early for this opportunity to enjoy beautiful music in a beautiful space. 



 

 

inMission 

4 

 

August 
Habitat for 
Humanity 
Offering 

$1193.00 

Donate change & dollars into the pint jugs to help provide 
gallons of nutritious milk for local families in need. 

Pints to Gallons—A Milk Fundraiser in September 

Milk is the number one food source of calcium and vitamin D in the diets of children and adults—and contains 
high-quality protein and significant amounts of potassium. Milk is one of the most-requested, yet least-donated 
items. Please consider making a donation the weekends of September 10/11, 17/18 and 24/25 when you see 
St. Paul UMC young people with the special jars. 

Crop Walk 
St. Paul UMC will be participating in the CROP Walk again this 
year. CROP Hunger Walks are community-wide events sponsored 
by Church World Service and organized by local congregations or 
groups to raise funds to end hunger at home and around the 
world. The Omaha CROP Walk will be on October 9 this year. 

For nearly half a century, CROP Hunger Walks have ensured that more people worldwide have access to nutri-
tious, sustainable food sources. From combating droughts in Nicaragua to providing agricultural training in 
Indonesia to stocking shelves in hundreds of food pantries across the United States, CROP Hunger Walks help 
end hunger by raising funds to support local food programs and the international anti-hunger work of Church 
World Service. A portion of the funds raised here in Omaha will go to the three Omaha homeless shelters: 
Open Door Mission, Siena/Francis House and Stephen Center.  

This year the CROP Walk will begin with registration at 1:00 p.m. at Luther Memorial Lutheran Church, 61st & 
Western Avenue. The walk will begin at 2:00 p.m. St. Paul members and friends who are walking will be look-
ing for sponsors. You are invited to walk with them or to be a sponsor. 

If you would like more information, go to www.crophungerwalk.org/omahane. 

Save HyVee Receipts for 

St. Paul Childcare & Preschool 
Please save HyVee receipts from September 1 
through December 31 to benefit our Childcare 
& Preschool. Bring the receipts to the church  
office or put them in one of the special boxes 

located around the church. 



 

 

Mental Illness Spiritual Support – God is our Refuge and our 
Strength 
It is easy to talk about physical health and even spiritual health within our culture but conversations about men-
tal health are more difficult to have. Yet, maintaining good health includes body, mind and spirit. Each month 
this space will include a scripture passage and comment on mental health to encourage understanding and 
health. In addition to what is noted here, a good resource for further information can be accessed at the Na-
tional Alliance on Mental Illness, www.nami.org or the Nebraska Family Helpline at 800-866-8660. 

WE WILL SEE THE INDIVIDUAL FIRST, NOT THE ILLNESS. “Understanding is a fountain of life for those who 
have it.” Proverbs 16:22 

Each person is an individual with many attributes—a distinct personality with different looks, character, talents, 
skills, and experiences. A characteristic that an individual shares with others does not erase everything that dis-
tinguishes him from them. So it is with mental illness. A person with mental illness still is the unique individual 
he always was. Similar symptoms, problems and treatments give something in common but do not make every-
one with this affliction alike. Just as those who have diabetes, arthritis, migraine headaches, or any other con-
dition are not all put into one demeaning category, those who suffer from mental illness should not be consid-
ered separate from the rest of humanity. Each person’s individuality outshines his problems.   

Learning, Serving, Playing, and Praying 
Camp Fontanelle was the site for the annual district Fall Youth Event. Gaga ball, the zip line, connecting to our 
Creator through nature, meals, jumping pillows, finding their way through the corn maze, and awesome wor-
ship. It was an awesome way for energetic youth to begin the school year! What a blessing to see how quickly 
young people make friends at these events! 

Dates were set for Fall activities. 7-12th graders will have youth group each Sunday evening from 4:30-6:00 
pm. beginning September 18th.  During this time Pastor Scott also will be leading a small group study on Inten-
tional Faith Development for parents and others in the Library.  

Priscilla Randolph and Lisa Genners will lead the Youth Sunday School class that will meet at 10:15am, directly 
after the 9:15 Fusion Worship service. Come to The Roof on 4th floor and bring your Bible.  

We are very pleased to welcome new members including youth entering 7th grade and friends. We are thankful 
for Dan and Charlotte Rasmussen, who have volunteered to help out as sponsors. We look forward to a great 
year of growing closer to God and one another through learning, serving, playing, and praying.  

Feel free to call me at 402-306-9499 or mwheeler@stpaulomaha.org. If you’d like to be included in the 
weekly youth update, please send your email.  

Thank youThank youThank youThank you for your prayers and support for the young people of St. Paul! 

Rev. Marta Wheeler 

Young Adult Gathering 
In college, at work, in graduate school? Approaching 20 or in your 20’s? Here is an invitation for you and your 
friends. Gathering at Aromas in Benson on Saturday, September 24th at 11 a.m.  They have the “best cinna-
mon rolls in town” plus some great coffee and chai.  This will be a time to get to know one another and think 
about connecting this fall for service, fun and dialogue.  Contact Pastor Scott for more information at 402-350-
3140.   

Book Club 
“City of Thieves” by David Benihoff, is the book the Book Club will be discussing at their September meeting. 
The Book Club meets at Immanuel Village on Saturday, September 10, at 8:30 a.m. For directions, call Dee 
Maycock at 402-571-5599.  
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CALLING ALL UNITED METHODIST  WOMEN! 
 

The first fall meeting of the UMW will be on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 7, in the Parlor.  We will begin at 9:30 with food and 

fellowship followed by a program from Allison Brown-Corson, Y.E.S. 

The business meeting is veryveryveryvery important as we will discuss the future plans for how the 
UMW will be organized and function.  Please be there to contribute to the discussion. 

 

Sometimes It’s Hard to Ask for Help 
We’re brought up to be strong, self-sufficient, independent people. We tend to think 
that if we ask for help, it is a sign of weakness. So we try to keep our struggles hid-
den, stuffed deep inside. However, that’s not God’s plan. Galatians 6:2 says, “Bear 
one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” God wants us to care for 
others—and allow others to care for us in our time of need. 

If you’re sad or struggling inside, don’t suffer alone. Ask for help. We’ve got a team 
of Stephen Ministers who are ready to listen, care, encourage, pray, and help you 
through a tough time. (It’s confidential too!) Find out more about Stephen Ministry 
by talking with our Stephen Leader: Kathy Rice. Our Stephen Caregivers are there 
to care! 
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Journey to Jerusalem Final Tally 
We did it! We made the journey to Jerusalem! St. Paul UMC members and friends took part in a wellness pro-
gram, keeping track of their exercise with the goal of 6,522 miles total for the congregation (distance to Jeru-
salem). Spiritual miles (praying, visiting someone, etc.) also counted. 

More than 80 people participated, and we not only made it to 6,522 miles—we logged over 9,000 miles. Con-
gratulations to all who participated. 

A celebration with food and games was held in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, July 17. 

Habitat for Humanity House 

August 12—Only the basement has been poured at 
3935 North 21 Street where the build will begin the 
next day. 

August 13—Members of St. Paul UMC bring break-
fast and lunch for the workers on this first day of the 
build. 

August 13—Work starts on the basement. The work-
ers come from a total of 13 Omaha churches and 
synagogues. 

August 19—Trestles are added. 
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Featuring the activities of the United Methodist Women of St. Paul UMC. Sept. ‘16 

EXECUTIVE 

BOARD 

*************** 

President: 

Kathy Rice 

Vice President 

Linda Mead 

Secretary 

Jackie Pospisil 

Ass’t. Secretary 

 Jan  Walker 

Treasurer 

Pat Leslie 

Advisor 

Judy Stransky 

**************** 

 

Our first meeting of the fall will  be  on 

Wednesday, September 7, 9:30 am in 

the Clark Parlor. 

Allison Brown-Corson from 

Youth Emergency Services 

will  speak about this program .  

 

The St. Paul Youth are collecting 

items for the program. 

 We would like to help by ‘showering’ the 

YES  program at the meeting with 

any of the following items: 

**Feminine Hygiene products 

Deodorant -  toothpaste/brushes 

Socks   -  underwear - nuts 

protein bars - jerky  

**  most needed 

Please bring items to the meeting. 

 

Remember… 
Esther Circle 

serves in September 

Naomi/Rebecca in  

October 

 We will again be 
saving HyVee receipts 

beginning on  
September first! 

 

Please continue to  
Save box tops and soup 

labels 

Please plan to attend the September meeting. 
We will be making decisions regarding our 

proposed new meeting structure.   

8 



 

 9 

inTouch 

Christian Sympathy 
To Ruth Korte and family in the death of her 
mother, Diane Tjaden (former member). 

Congratulations 
To Kenneth Cranmer and Candiece Muckey-
Cranmer on the baptism of their children, Ryan 
Allan, Rachael Anne and Rosalie Lynn, on August 
13. 

Recent Hospitalizations 
Jayne Meisinger, Jane Ott, Helen Kensinger, Mary 
Jane Lightner, Diane Cunningham-Becker 

Congratulations 
To Brittany and John Vinchattle in the birth of their 
daughter, Maisy Kay, on August 9. Maisy’s big 
brothers are Kasen and Brooks. 

To Candiece Muckey and Kenneth Cranmer on 
their August 14 wedding. 

To Kevin and Sara Kupzyk in the baptism of their 
son, Elliot Brandt, on August 21.  

Ryan Allan Rachael Anne 

Rosalie Lynn 

The Dinner Group will meet on Saturday, September 
24, at Cascio’s Steak & Pizza House. Meet outside 

the chapel after the 5:00 p.m. 
worship service, or meet the 
group at Cascios, 1620 South 
10th Street, at approximately 
6:30 p.m. All adults are wel-
come. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

inWorship 
Saturday Evening  
5:00 p.m.—Roth Chapel 

Sunday Morning 
September 4 
    One Service at 10:00 a.m. 
September 11, 18, & 25 
      9:15 a.m. FUSION—Fellowship Hall 
    10:30 a.m.—Sanctuary 
    12:30 p.m. African National Service 

inOffice 
Monday  -  Friday:  9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday:  8:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 
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