
 

 

 

October, 2015 

Numbers! What good does it do to keep a record of attendance, giving, outreach and benevolent giving? 
Well, numbers can help us paint a self-portrait.  Every Tuesday I enter into the Vital Signs report in the com-
puter our “numbers.” These numbers help us to see how we are doing in our efforts to “be the church.”  
Here is a summary of our numbers for 1/1/15 to 9/14/15. 

                  Average      Total 

Attendance average:  311.42              10,900 

Professions of faith:  0.36                             8 

Small Groups:      23.11                832 

Small Group Participation:   173          6,221 

Mission Outreach    127                 4,575 

Benevolent/Charitable Giving:                      $2,502                              $  30,032 

Offering received Local Church Ministry:        $8,458          $296,040 

As you look at the numbers you can see what our average worship attendance is, and how many individu-
als participate in the small groups here at Saint Paul, and are involved in outreach ministry.  The Benevo-
lent and Charitable giving is the amount we give to Mission Shares and other ministries beyond our walls.  
And the offering is what we give to support the work and ministry of Saint Paul U. M.C. This is a portrait of 
a vital church.  But our portraits can show us some areas where we need to “touch up” the portrait. For ex-
ample our average giving (# 6 & 7 above) is $10,960 and we need $13,116.  This portrait shows us an 
area that needs our attention.   

The weekend of October 24 & 25, we are being asked by our Stewardship and Finance Committee to The weekend of October 24 & 25, we are being asked by our Stewardship and Finance Committee to The weekend of October 24 & 25, we are being asked by our Stewardship and Finance Committee to The weekend of October 24 & 25, we are being asked by our Stewardship and Finance Committee to 
prayerfully consider our financial commitment for 2016.prayerfully consider our financial commitment for 2016.prayerfully consider our financial commitment for 2016.prayerfully consider our financial commitment for 2016. We are a vital congregation with numerous minis-
tries that touch the lives of thousand’s every year!  We have a history as a community oriented congrega-
tion, with a strong outreach to children with our childcare and preschool.  We have helped organize and 
support the Benson Area Refugee Task Force, and work with other churches and organizations of our com-
munity.  We have an alive Sunday School for all ages, and a vibrant youth program.  The music ministry 
touches our souls and reaches out to the community.  We have a bright future! God is calling us into ave-
nues of ministry that are exciting!   

   Grace and Peace, 
   Dr. Keith W. Johnson, Lead Pastor  

Watch for a  mailing with stewardship  

information and a pledge card.   

Please return your pledge card on or before  

Commitment Weekend, October 24-25. 
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Our Apple Trees Have Given Us 
a Bumper Crop! 
Those who picked from the trees (as of 
9/21/15) gave to support the ministry 
of Saint Paul U.M.C.  

Our financial secretary put together a 
“puzzle” for us to discover how much 
was given.  Here is the key to use:  

 Bushel  = $1,000  

 Peck      = $200 – $300 (Average $212.50) 

 Gallon  = $50 – $150 (Average $74.78) 

 Quart   = $20 – $40 (Average $25.21) 

 Pint   = $2 – $15 (Average $8.73) 

 
THE APPLE CROP  

            What is the total market value? 

(Use averages to figure pecks, gallons, quarts, & pints) 

 
     3- Bushels  $_______ 

     8- Pecks  $_______   

   23- Gallons  $_______ 

   48- Quarts  $_______ 

   33- Pints  $_______ 
 

  Total   $_______ 
 

“Earn all you can. 
    Save all you can.  
        Give all you can.”        Rev. John Wesley  

 

The answer is located in another place  

in this newsletter.  
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Fall is here and students have returned to their schedules of learning.  As United Methodists we join Christians 
around the world in the annual observance of World Communion, celebrated October 03/04October 03/04October 03/04October 03/04.  On World 
Communion Sunday our communal offering helps to provide scholarships for national and international 
graduate students whom God has gifted to learn and to serve.  We welcome the Solid Brass ensemble back 
with us at the 8:15 and 11:05 services and David Schack, guest organist, at the 11:05 service. 

The Children’s Ministries annual presentation of Bibles to our third graders will happen at all services the week-
end of October 10/11October 10/11October 10/11October 10/11.  The Chancel and Folk Gospel Choirs will join the choir of Rockbrook United Methodist 
Church for a joint musical offering in our Sanctuary on Sunday, October 11October 11October 11October 11 at the 11:05 service and again at 
Rockbrock on Sunday, October 18October 18October 18October 18 at their 10:45 service.  The exchange will also be happening from the pulpit 
with the Rev. William Williams offering a special message at Saint Paul and Dr. Johnson preaching at Rock-
brook.  The choirs will be under the direction of Paul Susemihl, Rockbrook’s longtime choral director, and ac-
companied by Jerry Brabec. 

We honor the gifts of the laity as part of weekend worship October 17/18 October 17/18 October 17/18 October 17/18 and, while the choirs and Dr. John-
son are out, there will be dueling Marta’s at Saint Paul!  The Rev. Marta Wheeler will be preaching at 9:35 and 
11:05 and will be joined for both services by guest soloist, Marta Brabec.  David Schack will serve as guest or-
ganist at the 11:05 service. 

The M & M service on October 21 October 21 October 21 October 21 continues to feature personal testimonies reminding us of “how Saint Paul 
has helped my spiritual journey.”  We celebrate the mid-month observance of Holy Communion with a variety 
of lay speakers and musicians.   

The last weekend of OctoberOctoberOctoberOctober 24/2524/2524/2524/25, our services will reflect the theme of stewardship with a special time for 
the dedication of our gifts, tithes and pledges. 

The sixth single-Sunday-service will be celebrated as part of our All Saints remembrance weekend, November November November November 
01010101 at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.   

 

Saint Paul UMC Pre-
school went to see “Pete 
the Cat” at the Rose 
Theater. One group 
went on Wednesday, 
September 23, and the 
other group went on Fri-
day, September 25.  

The children had been 
reading “Pete the Cat” 
books, so it was exciting 
for them to see him “in 
person.” 

The Preschool would like 
to say a special “thank 
you” to Jerry Brabec for 
the opportunity to see 
“Pete the Cat.” 

Preschool Goes to the Rose Theater 
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September 

Ministerial  

Education Fund 

Special Offering  

Trip to Lydia Patterson Institute in El Paso 
Lydia Patterson Institute is a mission project of our South Central Jurisdiction. Located in El Paso, Texas, it 
serves Hispanic youth in that city and from Juarez, Mexico. LPI is engaged in a capital campaign to renovate 
and expand its campus and its leaders have asked us to participate. We have set a goal of raising $100,000 
by next June. According to Bishop Scott Jones, Lydia Patterson is the best United Methodist agency developing 
Hispanic leaders for the future. It deserves our support. 

Bishop Jones is inviting those who are interested in learning more about LPI to join him on a visit to the school. 
Participants will travel on Monday and Wednesday, January 25 and 27, 2016, and will spend Tuesday, Janu-
ary 26, on the LPI campus. Participants would be responsible for air fare into El Paso, meals en route, and the 
hotel room. You will be staying at the Doubletree for $100 per night plus tax for each room. (If participants 
share a room, it would be $50 per person plus tax). If you are interested in learning more and coordinating 
travel arrangements, please notify Julie Kohr in the Bishop’s office.  

A Conversation about Poverty in our Community 
First UMC and Clair Memorial UMC are co-sponsoring an event to raise awareness of challenges and opportu-
nities of people struggling in poverty in our community, and to identify concrete action steps people of faith can 
take to “Bring Forth the Kingdom.” The date is Saturday, October 17, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. at First 
United Methodist Church. Check-in and healthy snacks will be from 8:00-8:30, with the program from 8:30-
12:15.There is no fee to participate, but your advance registration helps with their planning. You can register 
online at fumcomaha.org/BringingForthTheKingdom.php.  

Crop Walk  - Plan to Walk or Support a Walker 
The Mercy & Justice Team encourage you to sign up for the 32nd annual Church World Service CROP Walk. 
The October 11 event will begin at Luther Memorial Church (61st & Western) 
and includes Saint Paul as a watering station. You can join in the walk, or 
you can support a walker. If you choose to walk, there are 1, 2.5 and 5 mile 
routes through the Dundee/Memorial Park and Country Club neighbor-
hoods. You choose how far. 

25% of the funds raised by the 2015 Omaha CROP Hunger Walk will be do-
nated to the Open Door Mission, Siena/Francis House and Stephen Center 
homeless shelters.  

 

Answer to Apple 
Tree Puzzle on 

Page 2 
 

  $7918.11 

Community Conversation 
The St. Paul UMC Mercy and Justice Committee will hold a Listening Session to identify the issues that affect the 
families of our congregations and community. It will be held October 18th from 1 to 2:30 pm in Fellowship 
Hall. This gathering will enable you to share what you are concerned about in our neighborhoods, city, county 
and state.  Please attend this meeting and express your thoughts and feelings about important justice issues in 
our community.  Contact Lane Sidebottom at 402-572-8558 or lanesideb@cox.net for more information. 
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Learn, Serve, Play, Pray 
Saint Paul Youth meet weekly at The Roof and all 7-12th grade youth and friends are invited to come in the 
doors near the chapel and ascend to the youth room on the 4th floor. In addition to the following events we will 
also be studying some of our ancestors of the Old Testament times and how they relate to our lives today. This 
is a humorous study and questions are encouraged.  

Oct. 4Oct. 4Oct. 4Oct. 4thththth  will be your chance to show off your culinary skills as chili, sandwiches, and cupcakes are prepared for 
homeless teens served by Youth Emergency Services.  We will meet from 5-6:30 pm. 

Wear your walking shoes as we walk 2.5 miles for the CROP Walk on Oct. 11Oct. 11Oct. 11Oct. 11thththth at 1 pm.  Let’s meet at Luther 
Memorial Lutheran Church at 1:30 pm and plan to raise funds to eliminate hunger together! 

Put on your creative mind as we set up for the haunted house Sunday, Oct. 18Oct. 18Oct. 18Oct. 18thththth, 5, 5, 5, 5----6:30pm.6:30pm.6:30pm.6:30pm.    

Sunday,    Oct. 25Oct. 25Oct. 25Oct. 25thththth, , , , the long-awaited haunted house will be operating from 1-4pm. This haunted house will be 
appropriate for ages 10 and up. $3 suggested donation will be used to fund the meals provided to Y.E.S. 

I am grateful for the youth of St. Paul! Their energy, God-given gifts, and growing faith inspire me.  

Rev. Marta Wheeler, youth pastor 

Upcoming Events for Saint Paul’s Children’s Ministries 
Please plan to join us for the following events: 

1. Camp Fontanelle Pumpkin Patch and Corn Maze on Saturday, October 10, from 1-4:00 p.m. We will be 
hosting a firepit, tackling the Corn Maze at 2:00 p.m., followed by a feast of hotdogs, chips and s’mores. 
Please provide your choice of drinks. Attractions include jumping pillows, petting barn, corn pit, 700 feet of 
zip lines, and much more.  Additional information available at www.campfontanelle.com. 

2. Bibles will be presented to all of our third graders at the following services: Saturday, October 10, 5:00 
p.m., and Sunday, October 11, at 9:35 and 11:05 a.m. Please advise via email the children’s names and 
service planning to attend to receive their Bible. 

3. Saint Paul’s own Fall Festival to be held Sunday, October 25, from 1-5:00 p.m. Children’s Ministries will 
have games and pumpkin painting for the kids in Wesley Hall, while our Saint Paul Youth will host a 
haunted house located on the “roof”. Dinner will be provided. 

Please R.S.V.P. to allow for all appropriate planning. 

We always welcome any help, ideas, suggestions and especially volunteers to enrich our programs and activi-
ties for our children. For any additional questions, comments or concerns, please contact Stephanie at srosen-
berger@stpaulomaha.org. 

Building for the future!   Our annual Church Conference!  
Members of our Nominations, Stewardship & Finance, Next Steps Team, Staff Parish Relations Committee and 
Church Council have doing their part to prepare the agenda items for the annual Church Conference that will 
be held October25, 6:00 p.m.  The Church Conference will be held at the Maplewood United Methodist 
Church.  We will meet with members of the Maplewood, Olive Crest, Clair Memorial and Tri-Community 
United Methodist Churches.   

This annual Church Conference is an important meeting at which we will build the structure for our 2016 min-
istry.  We will take time to review and celebrate what we have done in 2015, and what we feel God is calling 
us to do in 2016.  The members who attend will vote on financial support for the all the staff, we will approve 
our 2016 vision statement, elect our lay leadership for the administrative committees, and receive and act upon 
our membership audit.  We need your support and vote at this all Church Conference.  Help us build the struc-
ture for our 2016 ministry here at Saint Paul Church! 
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Blessing of the Animals 



 

 

The Health Ministry Team encourages you to 
learn more about organ donation by attending 
a program on Wednesday, October 14. You are 
invited to come at 6:45 p.m. for healthy re-
freshments. The program begins at 7:00 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall. 

October is Breast Cancer Month 
Breast Cancer is the most diagnosed cancer amongst women, affecting one of every 8 women in the US.  The 
disease can also affect men which is about 2% of the male population.  Early detection is very important.   

In the past several years there has been a lot of confusion about getting mammograms for early detec-
tion.  Mammograms do not find every cancer, especially if small or occurring on the outer side of the 
breasts.  Mammograms are still recommended every year for woman 40 years or older or younger if there is a 
history of breast cancer in the family.   

The most common symptom of breast cancer is feeling a lump in the breasts.  This is why it is so important to 
do monthly breast palpitations around the time of the menstrual cycle or if the woman has gone through 
menopause, the palpating for lumps should be scheduled a specific date every month, like on your birth-
day.  Other possible symptoms of breast cancer include swelling of all or part of a breast, skin irritation or dim-
pling, breast or nipple pain;, nipple retraction (turning inward), redness, scaliness, or thickening of the nipple, 
and nipple discharge.   

Most  of these symptoms occur after the breast cancer has spread within the breast.  If the  breast cancer has 
spread to the lymph nodes, swelling and pain can occur.  Swollen lymph nodes should always be reported to 
your physician.   This is why early detection is so important.  Women are now being so aware of their breasts 
that early detection is occurring, which results in early treatment and better outcomes.  Women are living much 
longer with breast cancer. The American Cancer Society has a lot of materials on breast cancer; search can-
cer.org. 

Health Ministry Team 

Health Ministry Program Scheduled for October 14 

Would You Like to be Part of a Fall Craft Fair Here at  

Saint Paul UMC? 
Saint Paul UMC is looking for crafters and direct sales for our Fall Craft Fair on Saturday, November 21, from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. We are offering spots for $30 per table. Electricity is included if needed, and the fee 
includes a light lunch for you. 

We will be advertising throughout our church congregation, the Benson Beat Newsletter, Country Club 
Neighborhood Newsletters and well as our own newsletter and childcare news. We will also create a Facebook 
event for friends and families to join and share. 

If you have any questions regarding the event or if you would like to have a registration form, please contact 
Katy Smith at 402-556-3885, or email at ksmith@stpaulomaha.org.  

Leading the program will be Tom Neal from Nebraska Organ Recovery. He 
will give a 20-minute presentation with a Q & A session afterward.  
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Featuring the activities of the United Methodist Women of Saint Paul UMC.  October, 2015 

EXECUTIVE 

BOARD 

*************** 

President: 

Kathy Rice 

Vice President 

Linda Mead 

Secretary 

Jackie Pospisil 

Ass’t. Secretary 

 Jan  Walker 

Treasurer 

Pat Leslie 

Advisor 

Judy Stransky 
**************** 

 Our October 7th meeting 

will feature  

Susie Phillips from the 

Douglas County Historical Society 

speaking on a collection of 

historic pins. 

 

All women of the church are  

welcome to join us for coffee at 

9:30 followed  by our program and 

the business meeting. 

Please continue 
saving boxtops 
and labels. 

 

Mini Mart 

October 24 & 25 

Missionary of Month 

Is 

Gayle Lesure 

serving in  

Domestic 

Placements. 

 Great Plains Conference meeting October 16-17 

Wichita, Kansas 

 

SERVING IN 

 

OCTOBER 

NAOMI AND 

REBECCA 

CIRCLES, 

 

NOVEMBER 

RUTH CIRCLE 

 

NUT  SALES  HAVE BEGUN… 

ORDER FORMS AVAILABLE 

FROM MARY ANN KIRCHNER OR 

AT THE OCTOBER MEETING   
 

ORDER TODAY! 
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inTouch 

Christian Sympathy 
To the family of Matthew McGrane in his death. 

To Cathie Jensen and family in the death of her 
father. 

To Judy Iakisch in the death of her husband. 

To Cole & Joslyn Jensen in the death of their 
grandfather. 

To Diane Tjaden     in the death of her husband, 
George. 

Congratulations 
To Maddy Malone and Dakota Christensen in the 
birth of their son, Russell Wynn Christensen, born 
August 21. Russell’s grandmother is Kristin 
Malone. 

To Ben & Catie Walker in the birth of their son, 
Joshua Twitchell, born September 22. Joshua’s 
great-grandparents are Ken and Jan Walker. 

 

 

Recent Hospitalizations 
Peg Reed, Jeanette Gramps, Betty Johnson, Sylvia 
Coons, Helen Kensinger 

Memorials 
For James McDole—Kellen & Ann Czaplewski, 
Jeanette Ekberg 

For Russell Hounshell—Kathy Williams, Mark & 
Sharon Smith 

For Marian Dodrill—Sharon & Dick Vasel 

For Matt McGrane—Jerry Brabec 

Invitation 
Jackie Pospisil invites you and your family to her  

Halloween Open House Weekend, October 23-25. 
Hours are: 

Friday...7-9 PM 
Saturday...3-9 PM 
Sunday...2-9 PM 

Costumes optional...just come for food and fun. 
5107 N. 126 Street  (south of Fort Street) 

Item(s) for the Pearl Pantry would be appreciated! 

 

The Dinner Group will meet 
on Saturday, October 24, at 
Piccolo Pete’s. Meet outside 
the chapel after the 5:00 p.m. 
worship service, or meet the 
group at Piccolo Pete’s, , at 

approximately 6:30 p.m. All adults are welcome. 

Book Club 
“Walking Across Egypt” by Clyde Edgerton is the 
book the Book Club will be discussing at their Octo-
ber meeting. The Book Club meets at Immanuel Vil-
lage on Saturday, October 10, at 8:30 a.m. For di-
rections, call Dee Maycock at 402-571-5599. The 
book for November will be “Leaving Time” by Jody 
Picoult. 

Investment Information Seminar 
I want to remind you of an opportunity for you in October.  Brett Ritter, son of DS Bill Ritter, will offer an Invest-
ment Seminar at St. Paul’s UMC in Papillion, free of charge, without any sales pitch, on Monday, October 19Monday, October 19Monday, October 19Monday, October 19thththth    
at 10 a.m.at 10 a.m.at 10 a.m.at 10 a.m.  This is for anyone interested in investment information.   

As the son of a pastor, he does have a unique perspective.  Bill had him provide the same seminar in the Blue 
River District and we have good reports.  As one who is nearing retirement, I recommend getting as much in-
formation as you can about financial planning.  No need to preregister.  But, please put this on your calendar. 

Dan Flanagan, Missouri River District Superintendent 

Stephen Ministry By the Numbers 
Millions of hurting people—congregation members and people who had no church home—have been blessed 
by the care and support of a Stephen Caregiver. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

inWorship 

Saturday Evening  

5:00 p.m.—Roth Chapel 

Sunday, September 6 

10:00 a.m. —Sanctuary 

Sunday Morning  

8:15 a.m. —Sanctuary 

9:30 a.m. FUSION—Fellowship Hall 

11:05 a.m.—Sanctuary 

12:30 p.m. African National Service 

(Nursery care available for all Sunday  

services) 

inOffice 
Monday  -  Friday:  9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday:  8:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 
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