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With all the lights, special Christmas music, school concerts, special church activities and
worship services; did you ever ask yourself “Why all this fuss?” What is it that we are getting
excited over? Is it because we will be receiving Christmas gifts, have time with family, or get-
ting a day from work? Why all this fuss? For those who are disciples of Jesus the Christ we
may have a different answer to this question. In our Learning Circle session (starting No-
vember 29 at 1:00 p.m.) we will be learning about why we are excited about the birth of Je-
sus. Brian D. McLaren wrote we are participating in a “vigil of hope” during Advent and that
the birth of Jesus proclaims a new day, a new beginning in human history and a new light
shining upon us! “Jesus’ birth signals the beginning of the end for the dark night of fear,
hostility, violence and greed that has descended on our world.”

We are excited because the birth of Christ delivers to us a gift that is available to everyone
by God’s grace! This gift of grace “...flows not from taking, but giving, not from fear but
from faith, not from conflict but from reconciliation, not from domination but from service.”
This sounds like something our world needs, doesn’t it? This is the gift of God’s grace that is
given to us not once a year, but every day. And the exciting aspect of this gift is that WE
have the opportunity to give this gift to as many individuals as we can! Isn’t that part of what
we enjoy at Christmas time, not only receiving, but giving to others. We can not only read
the story of God giving us peace, joy and love but we can be a part of God’s story as we
share the gift of love and reconciliation through our lives, our deeds.

Now | am getting excited about the fact that we are a part of God’s Christmas story! We are
in the story right along with the shepherds, the angels, Mary and Joseph. What a gift God
has given to us to pass along to others!

What a Merry Christmas!

Grace and Peace,
Dr. Keith W. Johnson
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As of November 17 we have
104 Commitment Cards with a
pledge value of $217,380.00.

Thank you to everyone who has turned in a commitment card. Your giving will
ensure the vital ministry of Saint Paul U. M. C. will be strong in 2016.

If you haven’t filled out a card, it’s not too late. You may send it in the mail, put
it in the offering plate, bring it to the church office or fill it out online.

If you would like to fill out a commitment card online, please send an email to
sbacon@stpaulomaha.org. We will email you a form that you can fill out and
email back to the church.

STEWARDSHIP AND BEING A GIVER OR A
GRASPER

The following is from an article written by Mary Cauley entitled “Living With
Open Hands.”

When | die, | will not be taking anything with me. Nothing | own is ever really
mine forever; it is only mine for a short time. It is going to pass through my
hands. Sometimes God gives me the chance to let it go now so | can bless oth-
ers. That is awesome. | get to do, in some small way, what God did. | get to
show love by being a giver and not a grasper. | know people who are graspers.
They hold onto everything as tightly as they can, unwilling to let anything go.
They do it with stuff. They do it with relationships. They do it with their time.

The ironic thing is that they cannot receive the blessings God has for them with
full hands.

This article gives us something to think about! Are we givers or graspers? An
interesting stewardship question.

OUR CUP RUNNETH OVER WITH CHRISTMAS
I T S
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Preparation:

Preparing for something or somebody; a state of readiness. So is the word defined in the Encarta Dictionary.
And we are preparing--for another Christmas celebration--a rebirth of Jesus in our hearts and lives, but first we
prepare through the season of Advent This year our preparations include the ‘songs’ of those in the Hebrew
and Christian scriptures that lead us to the holy birth. “A Different Kind of Christmas Song” sung by the proph-
ets, the angels and the shepherds, by Mary herself.

We sing the Song of Jeremiah the first weekend of Advent, November 28/29. The Sacrament of Holy Com-
munion will be celebrated December 05/06, with the Song of Zechariah. The First Song of Isaiah is the theme
of worship December 12/13.

The Children’s Ministries impromptu nativity, where Luke’s story of the birth of Christ is reenacted complete with
shepherds, angels, the holy family and manger animals will be offered to members and friends on Monday,
December 14 at 5:30 p.m. Dinner in Fellowship Hall will be served as part of the celebration.

You are invited to join us for the M&M service observing a service of Blue Christmas, Wednesday evening, De-
cember 16, at 7:00. This time of worship will bring a special message of remembrance and hope to those
gathering in Roth Chapel.

The traditional setting of Advent Lessons and Carols will be celebrated in worship the fourth weekend of Ad-
vent, December 19/20, focusing on the Song of Mary, with the Solid Brass Quartet and guest organist, David
Schack playing the Sunday morning 8:15 & 11:05 services.

Christmas Eve 2015 will offer three services of carols and communion. The 3:00 service will be celebrated in
Fellowship Hall, so that all may participate in a barrier free setting. The 5:00 and 10:30 services will be cele-
brated in the Sanctuary concluding with the customary candle lighting ritual and the singing of Malotte’s “The
Lord’s Prayer.”

The last of our 2015 single Sunday services will be celebrated on December 27 at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
as we sing the Song of Christ’s Birth. Prepare the way of the Lord!

Plan to join us on Monday, December 14, at 5:30 p.m.
for dinner and an impromptu Christmas pageant.

All children are invited to take part in the pageant.

Costumes will be available for Mary, Joseph, Wise Men,
Shepherds, Angels, and manger animals.

iInConcert

We are pleased to announce the inaugural concert of the Omaha Children’s Choir, under the direction of
Amanda Stevenson, on Sunday, December 06 at 2:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. The Choir has been rehearsing
faithfully each Tuesday evening since September. The OCC “exists to provide children of all cultural and eco-
nomic backgrounds with quality choral music education and opportunities that cultivate artistic excellence and
personal growth, while uniting our city’s diversity and inspiring social change.”

Special music from the piano studio of Omaha Music Teacher’s Association president, Lisa Batten, will fill the
Sanctuary on Saturday, December 12 at 7:00 p.m. One of the prime opportunities in showcasing the Yamaha
C6 concert grand is the occasion to hear students representing a wide variety of skill levels. Such will be the
opportunity provided by these young players ranging in age from 8 to 18. Each student will be featured in one
classical song and one holiday favorite of their choosing. There will be a meet and greet reception following
the recital in the Gathering Area
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This UMC #Giving Tuesday, join Global Ministries
In putting Christ’s love into action!

ACTIVATE LOVE.
TRANSFORM LIVES.
CHANGE THE WORLD.

With more than 800 different projects around the world, and different ways to
support them, we can’t wait to see what The United Methodist Church can do this
UMC #Giving Tuesday!

Finding the project you care about is the first step.
To find out how you can get involved, visit www.umcmission.org today!
The Saint Paul UMC Mercy & Justice Team suggests you consider giving to one of
these three projects: (1) Big Garden Project, (2) Stoves for Guatemala, and
(3) Justice for Our Neighbors

Tuesday, December 1, 2015

For many years Saint Paul UMC members have donated gifts for
children who otherwise might not get any gifts. The names of the
children come from the Health & Human Services Dept. and Youth
Emergency Services of Omaha. Along with the names we are told
the age of the child and are given suggestions for his or her gift.

The names of the children are available after worship services start-
ing Thanksgiving Eve. If you are able to purchase a gift for one of
these children, please take a card, buy a gift and bring the un-
wrapped gift to the church.

Poinsettias for Christmas

We are taking orders for poinsettias to decorate for Christmastide.
The cost is $10.00 per plant. Due to space, a limited number of
plants will be displayed in the Sanctuary and Chapel. Collections
exceeding the amount needed will go to missions. Please fill out the
order form below and return to the church office. Last date to order
is Sunday, Dec 21. Please write legibly.

: I would like to order: Poinsettias @ $10.00 each
November Missouri i In Honor___Memory of:
R'Ver DIS'[I’IC'[ i In Honor___Memory of:
. . pIn Honor___Memory of:
Special Offering \ From:
$32600 i Amount enclosed: $

1 (Make checks payable to Saint Paul Church)




Advent Learning Circle

A Learning Circle will study “The Adventure with Jesus” on Sunday afternoons from 1:00-2:30 p.m. starting
November 29, and continuing for four weeks. In each Learning Circle we will have scripture passages to read
prior to our gathering together. Ideas from the book We Make the Road by Walking, by Brian D. McLaren will
be shared, and there will be questions to help enhance our learning circle discussions. The cost is $5.00, to
cover the cost of a workbook.

Learn, Serve, Play, Pray

The youth of St. Paul really got into the Haunted House, making it unique and fun for kids of all ages. It was
great to see the teamwork and creativity that went into this!

We had a great time at Dan and Charlotte Rasmussen’s! Thanks Jason and Priscilla for stoking the bonfire so
we could have s ‘mores and enjoy the warmth on a cool, damp evening. The kids were fantastic!

We appreciate Pearl Spicka for cooking the delicious soup and all who patronized the Youth Supper
on Thanksgiving Eve!

The weekend of Dec. 5-6" will be great fun!

Dec. 5", Saturday, 10 am until noon. We plan to meet in Wesley Hall to bake cut-out Christmas cookies. The
cookies will be sold after the Saturday night service and...

Dec 6", 8am-Sunday (oh, that’s early!) We will need help setting out the cookies so they will be ready to display
from 9-1 on Sunday morning Cookie Walk time!

3-6pm The Advent Fair! The youth will be helping out with activities and the cloak closet. There will be no
youth meeting the evening of Dec. 6" . | think we will all be ready to rest by the time evening comes.

Monday, Dec 14™, 5:30pm -- Family Pageant Gathering in which St. Luke’s Christmas story will be re-enacted
in word, song, and action. Jerry has invited the youth to sing, narrate, or dress up for the pageant.

Dec 13", 3:30-6:30pm-Youth and Children’s ministries are sponsoring Christmas caroling and touring
neighborhoods and view Christmas lights while riding on a school bus. Everyone is invited!

We will not have youth group on Dec. 20" or 27" or Jan. 3", in order to allow you to have time with your
families.

We appreciate all of those who help sponsor the youth by providing food, driving to events, financial support,
and prayers. God’s blessings upon these faithful young people

. Cookies will be available after the 5:00 p.m. worship
Cookie Walk service on December 5 in Fellowship Hall and

Spﬁnsored b}f' the Youth during the morning on December 6 in the Parlor.
December 5& 6 Proceeds will go toward the youth’s mission trip.

Cookies Needed for Cookie Walk

The traditional Cookie Walk recipes are now available in the Gathering Area for Saint Paul’s
fine cooks to use for the December 5th & 6th event. Thank you for supporting the youth!
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Stewardship

imﬁiﬁng_.a deeper understanding of true giving

hat do von have that you did not receive? So wrote

Saint Paul in his first letter to Chnistians in Connth.

He was wrniting about their many spiritual blessings,
all recetved from the loving hands of a gracious God.

So mmch they had
recetved and we share
with those early Chns-
tians i an abundance
of blessings. The spin-
tual blessmgs with-
cut which life would
be umbearable. Other
blesaings of homes and
fanmlies, food on the
table and a roof over
our heads. 50 muoch
which God has given
us.

Now as Chnstmas
approaches we think of that lovely
and precious gift of Jesus Chnst. The
beautiful story of Blessed Mary, of the
Angels the Shepherds, the stable and
the manger The amarmg story of the
baby of Bethlehem, all for us and for
our salvation.

The Christrias story brings us face to
face with a stark truth about ourselves.
We need saving and we cannot save
ourselves. God's way of saving us is
through a “babe, a tmy helpless boy.™
Here in the manger 15 the gift that has
to be recerved. “As many as received
bhim, to them gave the power to become
sons of God.” To recerve God's gft of
the Holy Chald 15 to become cluldren of
God ourselves.

And as we recerve, 5o We are moved

o gve. To give of ourselves to each
other. To give to those mn need (hke the
panshioner who has already promised
a turkey to give to someone In need).
To give curselves m worship.

So let the theme of this Chnistmas be
grving and receiving. Recenving first,
the amarmg grace of God m the g:ﬂ'
of Jesus Christ. Then to give. A mft for
someone In need. A thank-offermg of
money for the Lord’s work here at the
church Curselves, our souls and bod-
1es.

As we give, it will be to find that it
15 more blessed to grve than to recemve.”
So we shall exclaim with joy: “What do
we have that we did not receive™” <X

December 2013

I Jesus walked up
to you and satd:
“Come follow me_._ 1
have a lot of work to
do and I really need
i help. ™ Wonld

vou tefl lim to get lost

-Lr.l.”l F 10N o ‘_I'IJ I
too busy .r-'_.m.'-‘.rn
suti of persenal pos-
sessions and worldly
comfort? Every day
15 @ ime to reflect on
all that God has given
vou and a fime o
share and care about
orfiers

Have you grven am
consideration to help-
g Jesus earvy ouf
I "POFEY IR VOnT O
-\.'-II.'I'I'I:- 'r!.-" .



I_ Jith hes thumb, a hiich-
¥ lnker says: “You
fitrmizh the gox, car, repairs,
upkeep, and insurance; and
Il ride with you. But if you
have an accident, T sua
veu for damages!"

Sounds pretty one-sided,
but ene wonders how many
hiteh-hirkers there are
churches and ergancafions.
Many seem to say: “You go
fo the mestings, serve on
boards and commuttees, and
take care of the things that
nead doing and I'll go along
for the nde! If things don 't
happen to st my fancy I
wall complan, crificize, and
probably pet out and hitch-
lake with another group.”

Hitch-hiker or driver
which kand of member are
yveu?

A, Deacon Dave
F on stewardship

selves brothers and sis-

ters m Christ Therefore,
the church 13 a fanuly, whose
members love and support each
other However, the Church 1s
also a business .. a fanuly busi-
ness. Like other farmly busmess-
g3, it order to succeed its mem-
bers nmst do three things.

First of all, a congregation mmst
use its talents wisely, just as peo-
ple startmg a busmess should nse
therr most effechive skalls. Some
members nmst organize various
gic, some nmst teach, and all noost

pray.
Secondly, a congregation mmust
mnvest financially m their church’s
efforts. Coninbutions are needed
for outreach (such as items for
the food pantry or school supply
dmve) as well as salanes, mainte-
nance, office needs, etc., and pos-
Thardly (and perhaps most m-
portantly), a congrepation nmost

demate its tme. Enfreprenenrs are
famous for puttimg m long hours, es-
pecially when they are pettmg started
And fimd-raisers, different types of

..
do reguire time, sometimes lots of 1t.
Working with fanuly members can
be difficult But the rewards when
you succeed are preat, and surely the
Church’s “fapuly business™ has the
greatest reward of all: new lves for Je-
sns Chmist. <X

ave you ever lost your key
Hh{:];lin? If you're like me, you
ve. It's very fmstrating when
that happens, because there are so many
thimgs you can’t do without your keys.
You need one to drive your car, to enter
your home, and to use your safety de-
posit box. Some people may need them
for work or even to get nto ther mail-
box. Wrthout our keys, we feel power-
less.

The church uses our gifts of time,
talent, and treasure as keys. When we
don’t grve all we can, it's as if they are
missmg. Under those circomstances, the
church can do little. If we look harder
at what we have, we may find more to
donate. The more we grve, the more the
church can accomplish

Each gift of talent helps us praise
the Lord in a new and meanmngful way.
It may also help lead others to Chnst
Each gift of treasure helps us to prowvide
the matenals to feed, educate. and meet
other needs of the congregation and its
comummity. Each gift of time helps us
put talent and treasure to use as we care
for each other and our neighbors, both
nearby and elsewhere in the world <X




stewardship
means dedicating one’s life to the ser-
vice of God. no one excellad Jesus. If
stewardship means using one’s tme,
talent, and resources for the sake of the
kmgdom of God, Jesus was the perfect
example of one who did just that

Could Jesus™ stewardship be encap-
sulated m a few words? Hardly. Yet St.
Peter’s statement to a group of Gentiles
certainly helps us mnderstand what the
first Chnshans proclamed about Jesus®
style of stewardship. Peter said “God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Hﬁl}rﬂpn'nanimthpuwer . he went
about domg good and healng ... for
God was with him. We are witnesses to
all he did .." (Acts 10:35-39)

“He went about dommg good_..” That
really 1s the essence of bemng a good
steward It mvolves more than giving
our money fo the work of the chumwch
although that s of great importance. It
also has to do with gving of ourselves,
tellng others about God, being Good
Samantans, using our talents for the
glory of God, and lookmg out for the
poor, the afflicted the somowing, the

A dedicated Christian of a generation
ago, E. C. Blake, wrote: “The mark of
any fruly Chnstian church 13 1ts over-

.-‘_

flowmmg goodness to people. Callous-
ness, hardness of heart, selfishmess,

personal ambition, meammess ... these
are the sure revelabion that 1

1s radically wrong with a church ™ <X
L -

here are two men m our con-
| gregation who have excephonal

gifts of talent. Mr Cooper 1s a
wonderful carpenter He bunlds house-
hold formture and children’s toys, and
Eussell 15 an artist He works m oils
and chalks. He draws cartoons for the
tures of local places.
Fecently a storm damaged our church
roof, and a fair was held to raise money
for repaars. M. Cooper and Mr. FBussell
set up booths and donated numerous
examples of their God-given talents to
the event. with all the proceeds to go
toward the needed repairs.
The far was a two-day event and
drew luge crowds both days. At ifs
end enough money had been raised
to repair the roof, with a bat left over
The grateful congregation gathered m
the parking lot to give thanks to God
for blessing the fair and for His plac-
mg two men with extraordinary talents

gm'ﬂ ardship 15 nof

o |IE¢.-||"I|l’JI.:4. .'-"'. |.-'r‘:'
i '-"'*I'L i sial] ways

-1 child’s gift, although
small, grves glory fo

the Lord in muany ways.

Stewnrdship does rm}
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The abilities of all Christians are needed in church!

ur abilities should be dedicated to God The albhes of the successful
teacher should be using their talent in the clnrch. as well as in the school-
room The person gifted m mmsic should contnbaute to an effective music program
m the chmrch The doctor and murse will find many ways of using their abilibes for
Young people m choosing their life vocation should ask how this profession can
contnbute to the work of the kingdom of Christ What a blessing 1t would be if
people were willng to tithe their abilifies as well as their money! The secretary, the
carpenter, the plumber, the pamter, the teacher. the artist, the mmsician, as well as
others could make vital coninbutions to the church by using thewr particular talent
for the work of the church. If one’s work 15 legihimate, there 15 some way that that
talent can be used for God. <X

Copynight & Parish Publishing, LLC
May not be reproduced withouwt permission.
BEE-320-55T6 wwew parishpublishing ong




New Members

Richard Hoselton Karen Jabens

STEPHEN CAREGIVERS

Stephen Ministry is celebrating forty years of ministry in 2015. There is a timeline on the Stephen Ministry of-
fice door which tells a bit of the history. For example, it began in the basement of the Rev. Dr. Kenneth Haugk
and family in 1975 and stayed there for 5 years.

By the numbers:

1975: The first nine Stephen Ministers are commissioned in Kenneth Haugk's congregation in St. Louis to help
provide care to those who are experiencing difficulties in life.

2015: The 70,000th Stephen Leader is trained at the July Leader Training Course in Dallas, Texas.

Our own Stephen Caregivers meet regularly for continuing education and continued support. We are in the
process of recruiting new persons who are interested in becoming caregivers. For more information, please
contact Dr. Keith Johnson, Kathy Rice, El Siebert, Charlene Wilcox or Jan Tuttle.
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7 Visit from Santa

= Photo Booth

i Concessions

T Hot Cocoa Bar
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Featuring the activities of the United Methodist Women of St. Paul UMC. Dec. 2015

EXECUTIVE
BOARD
ddddb b bk dd
President:
Kathy Rice
Vice President
Linda Mead
Secretary
Jackie Pospisil
Ass’t. Secretary

Jan Walker
Treasurer
Pat Leslie

Advisor
Judy Stransky

LR R R R o

SERVING IN
December:
ESTHERCIRCLE

REMINDER:

If Omaha Public Schools
are closed due to winter
weather on a
general meeting day
..the church will be
closed. .

Join us on
December 2 for
our annual
Christmas meeting.
Coffee and goodies
will be served at
9:30 A.M. with a
program provided by
our Preschool
children at 10:00.

All women of the church are invited.

o

Keep saving | abel s
and boxtops for the
children and yout h

at Eoworth M 11 age.

Please save Hy\Vee
receipts for
Church Women
United through
December 31st.

NEXT MINI-MA

February 6-7, 2016

MERRY CHRISTMAS
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Recent Hospitalizations

Estelle Potter

Christian Sympathy

To Connie Crawford and family in the death of
her mother, Evelyn Adle.

To the family of Cheryl Hurley in her death.

Congratulations

To Jacob Robinson, who was selected to present
his research at the National Council for Under-
graduate Research Symposium in Arlington, VA.
Jacob is a UNO student who received one of our

Memorials

For Edna Hounshell—Renee Pitts, Gladys Lantz,
Lantz Brothers, Nick & Lea Ann Andersen, Cheryl
Thompson

For George Matthews—Crystal Matthews
For Pete Peterson—Rozanne Christensen
For Marian Dodrill—Bob & Marilyn Bruckner

For Bill Scheel—Susan Roe, Jackie Pospisil, Jane
Thomsen, Frank & Jo Ellen Beckman, Kerby Sel-
mer

For Shannan & Hope Beinbach—Crystal Mat-
thews

Saint Paul UMC Foundation scholarships.
For Marlene Rose Matney—Gregg & D. J. Ander-

To Greg Wilcox, who was inducted into the son

Omaha Public Schools Hall of Fame.

Christmas Party—Sunday, December 13
Meet at Saint Paul and Board the School Bus at 3:30
Caroling at Maplecrest Care Center
Enjoy a Ride Around Town & See Christmas Lights
Return to the Church for Supper and More Fun!

Reserve your spot on a signup sheet, by calling the
church office at (402) 556-2433 or emailing to
srosenberger@stpaulomaha.org
You must make a reservation so we know how big a bus to order.

The Book Fair is Coming

The Saint Paul UMC Childcare and Preschool is sponsoring a Scholastic Book Fair December ©_©
8"-18™. We encourage you to stop by Monday through Friday between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. to
check out the amazing books Scholastic has to offer. Make shopping and stocking stuffers a
breeze. We can accept cash, check or credit/debit cards.

If you have any questions, please contact Jenny Martinez at Jmartinez@stpaulomaha.org or Qi1 /5
402-556-3885.

Book Club

The Book Club will meet at Immanuel Village on Sat-
urday, December 12, at 8:30 a.m. Each person
should bring their own Christmas book to share. For
directions, call Dee Maycock at 402-571-5599.

The Dinner Group will not
meet in December. Look for
information about the next
meeting in the January 2016
inSpiration.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

inZ{ orship

Saturday Evening
5:00 p.m.—Roth Chapel

Sunday, September 6

Inclement
Weather

10:00 a.m. —Sanctuary

1‘_-|

Sunday Morning =kt .
8:15 a.m. —Sanctuary Monday through Friday—If the Omaha Public Schools
9:30 a.m. FUSION—Fellowship Hall are closed because of inclement weather, the church

office, preschool, and child care are all closed, and all

11:05 a.m.—Sanctuary meetings and other activities are canceled.

12:30 p.m. African National Service . . .
P Saturday and Sunday Worship Service cancellation
(Nursery care available for all Sunday

: announcements:
services) 1. Call the church office (402-556-2433)
2. Check the website (www.stpaulomaha.org)
|nO:f|C€ 3. gg:::g the KETV, Channel 7 cancellation

Monday - Friday: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.




